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AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT.

Some Very Pertinent Remarks Con-
cerning Our Normal School.

Address of Prof, Miles, at the Opening of
the Normal Sehool of New Mexioo,

Thespeech of Prof, Miles, at the open-
i of the normil school on the Sed inst.,
wits iavoidubly crowided ont of our luat
isgie,  We publish it this week in full,
The professor said:

Miue. Coammyas, LAnigs AND (GENTLE-
MEN oF SiLver Crey, axn Poeins or mhie

Nogwan Scpoon: Huving listened 1o
the exeellont adidress of Governor Ritel, |
whao huts told you so ably and cloguently
af edieation and its growth in New Mex-

i, vorr mnet conelude that there is | ened’”  Further down the line another | fonnd in sell government:

sothing left forme to say on that sab- |
jeet. When yvou lave beard an extem-

—

__—

ance of public schools, the act declar-
ing “that religion, morality and knowl-
edge, being necessary to good govern-
ment and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall
forever be encouraged.”

In 1700, General Washington, in his
opening message to congress, reflects the
gpirit in which our great nation was
fonnded in these words:—“knowledge
ig, in every country, the surest hasis of
happiness.  In one in which the meas-
ures of the government receive their im-
presgions so immediately as ours from
the gense of the community, it is propor-
tiondtely essentinl,”  Later on in his
farewell adidress he gives thisoft quoted
injunetion :—"*promote as an object of
primury importance, institutions for the
diffugion of knowledge. In proportion
as the structure of public opinion gives
foree to public opinion, it i8 essential
that public opinion ghould he enlight-

ray of light impinges npon the reting of
the nation's intellectual eyve, and  we

the government should provide for the
people. The ease is one to which the
repsons of the mnon-interference prin-
ciple do not necessarily nor universally
extend.” If parents or those on whom
children depend have the power of ob-
taining for them an education and fail
to do it, they commit & double breach of
duty toward the children themselves and
toward the members of the community
who are liable to suffer from the conse-
quenees of ignorance and want of educa-
tion in their fellow eitizens, It is there-
fore an allowable exercise of government
to impose upon parents or quu.rrllum the
[ legal obligation of giving elementary in-
struction to children.  This cannot he
done without taking measures to insure
| that such instruction shall be aceessible
to them, and our legislatorg haye seen
fit in their past experience to make this
Wise Imj\'iﬂuﬂ.
Progress in all government has heen
This is hy
solf activity, not by repression from
|nilu-rn: Therefore, we apprehend, that

poraneons adidress which will i deliv- | hear the silver tongued sage of Monti- | our publie school system ig ineffcient
vred by Hon. 1. 0, Bell on behalf of | cello earnestly  proclaiming his convie- | and incomplete without nurmg]_ gehools,
Silver Uity and her eitizens, von will [ tions to the people in these memorable | If we undertake to hive onr citizens ed-

conelude that there is no place for me
vither.  Also when Prof. Selby his ad-
dressed you on behali of the teachers,
the norpl sehool and  their functions,
vour will see elegrly that there i2 nothing
left for nie to suy in that conneetion, |
Then what s I here for? You might |
infer thitt | am here to speak for myself,
bt no. there i= another hody o be rep-
resented here today,  The board of
regenis, with whom rests the responsi-
hility of onganizing and maintaining the
normal school, asks your sympathy and
vosoperation inthe arduons work that
devolves upon them. It was intended
that Mr. Hadley should represent the
hogerd o this oceasion, it s he 8 ab-
sent, | have been asked to speak o few
words inhis steud,

I elwim no eredit to myseli for the
position T oceapy in relation to primitive
education in New Mexico, but 1 consider
i an honor to have taught in the  frst
public school huiliding in the territory,
the huilding aeross the street, boilt by
the independent school distriet of Silver
City.  Lam prowd to have been one of
the firsl connfy superintendents Lo oper-
ate nder the fiest real public sghool
law of New Mexieo ad as far as I Know
was the lirst connty snperintendent to
resd o pupor before the territorial edu-
cationnl convention, and now, to b a
membor of the first hoared of regents of
the  tivst normal school, 1= an honor
whichi | nssureyon I shall endeavor o
merts by exeanting faithinlly the duties
tevolved upon me.

SWisdom and knowledge, ns well as
virtue, diffused generally  among  the
hisly of the people. being necessary for
e preservation of their eights and 1il-
erties; aml as these depend on gpreading
e opportanities amd advantages of od-
neation in the various parts of the coun-
tev el smong the different orders of
the peaple it =hall be the duty of the
Pei=tatinee sl magistrates in all future
peclials ol this commonwealth, to eher-
ishy thee nteresis of literature and the
seetecs gmd 9l seminaries of them,"”

The aboye quotation i reflected in the
vond intion of the state of Massaohns-
e b= exhibits the spirit of the legis- |
latoee of that atate in 17800 In line of |
e policy of the state of Mussachusetts |
wind hfore our national government hawl
fuirly covstalizged T form, i 1787, a
g of and wis nade jor the mainten-

words :—*I look to the diffusion of light
and edueation ag the resources most to

be relied on for pmeliorating the condi- |

tion, promoting the virtne and advane-
ing the happiness of man,” In re-
gponse to the saered injunction of our
greatest statesman, the government has
set wside seventy-two seetions of the pub-
lie domain to epch state and territory,
making over @ hundred and forty mii-
liong of acres of land donated to the
states for educational purposes, This
spirit has animated lmlic_nml| and’ state
legislation down to the present time and
many of the states have sapplemented
these gifts by other grants and have
nearly all made liberal provigions for
edueation by direet taxation,

Toduy we stand by another mile stone
marking the progress of the star of empire
ag it woves westward. We see with
pride our territorial legislature in Febru-
ary, 1801, extend to the children of New
Mexiceo the means of & primary educa-
tion, Actunted by the same beneficient
spirit and wise principles, it has given
us, by successive steps, respectively, our
agricultural  college, sclivol of  mines,
university und normul sehools.

I1 15 very important to New Mexico
that we should have efficient work in the
lower grades.  To more than nine-tenths
ol onr population the common  sehivols
are al present nob only the busis but the
superstructure and the apex of the only
system within their grasp, This is es-
pecially true of our rural districts and
mining camps. When to these fucts it
is aulded that the conntey schools do not
cantinue in session on odnaversge of
more than six months in u vear, and
that many of the children fail 1o reap
the advantages that may e offered, for
more thun theee or fonr months annn-
whly, we shall have some of the more

rominent features of the diffienlt prob- |

ey elearly before us. In the acts of
I8 we have a section requiring parents

Jor gaardians w send to school ut lewst

three months in the yepr able Tdivd
childven between the ages of eight and
sixteen yvears, In this eonnection says
John Stuart Mill,  *‘the uncultivated
snnol be judges of  the enltivared,
Those whio newl most to b wiser and
hetter nsually desive it least, and if they
desired ity would be ineapable of finding
thetr way to iy by their own light.  Bd-
nention, therefore, is one of the things
which it i admissable in principle that

ueated, our honor is staked npon having
them well edoeated. The end can be
attained best by teachers who have been
| trained thoroughly in the common
[ branches; who are inspired with an
ideal sueh a« only bigher studies cah
ive and who are ambitious,to realize that
ideal in the public schools, Our Nor-
mal gehool will be supported by the peo-
[ ple for the people. Its course of study
should dip down to reach the puhlic
school so that a boy or girl may hegin
there to be fitted to teach. The same
course,if completed to graduation, shoull
fit its students to bo a power in the
school room and in the sociul world,
| The communities throughont onr terri-
tory ure furnished by nafure with the
[ material support of education, but the
training :lnnl culture which teachers
must have, if they are to elevate the
sithools can be provided only by the coi-
lective wealth and wisdom of the state,
| There are three immediate agencies in-
volved in education :—the teacher, the
child and nature, A classifieation of
facte, the principles and the laws which
are embraced in their “inner conneg-
tion'" constitutes the science of pedagog-
iex:  This inner connection existe among
ohjects of nature among the various
powers of the mind, and between nature
and the mind, That a teacher may
understand this inner law, he must have
a knowledge of nature and  mind and
their relations,  Ont of this arises an
nnderstanding of the training of his
preparation, A prerequisite of this
preparation must consist of u vareinl
review of the branches  required 1o be
taught in our common schools; it being
of course the first reéquisite of o teacher,
that he should  himseli  know  well
that which he is to aid others in ledri-
ing. Without going bevond the three
branches, rending, writing and arith-
metie, [ venture to sav, that a4 mun or
| woman who possesses o thorough knowl-
eilge of them is as rare 48 one of corres-
ponding cminence in any of the learned
professions,

The second part of instrietion ing nor-
mil gehool is the art of tenching, to know
the matter to he tuught, snd o know it
thoroughly, are of themselves, thongh
essential, not allthat isrvequired.  There

{is a peenline art of tenchiing, the details
{of this hranch are inexhaustable, but it
is hoped that the most important prin.
1.-.i|nh~.-4 may be brought within such a




